Fulminant hepatic failure in acute acetaminophen overdose.
Fulminant hepatic failure is a serious complication of acetaminophen overdose. The cascade of complications starts with an alert patient that can quickly result in hepatic coma and even death. The nurse completes a poisoning history, provides an antidote, and assesses the extent of hepatic failure from an overdose. This article uses a case study to describe the problems and nursing care for the patient with hepatic failure from acetaminophen overdose. Advanced assessment skills by the critical care nurse enable prompt recognition of postoverdose complications for early intervention and treatment. Acute care nurse practitioners, utilizing the same techniques, can develop protocols for emergency or intensive care units where these patients may be admitted and subsequently cared for.